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evening, " the harmony of the voices and the melody of the words being 
such, that crowds of people used to gather under his windows to listen." 
We are not surprised to learn this. Sweeter Christian lyrics have 
hardly ever been written ; and their vivacity is as noteworthy as their 
sweetness. Like Charles Wesley's hymns, they represent the dynamics 
of devotion, — imagination, taste, the emotions, the affections, not pas- 
sively recipient, but active, alert, earnest, jubilant in that communion 
with the Saviour which is the source of the highest spiritual experience. 
The remainder of the book is less a selection than a collection of re- 
ligious poetry, some of the pieces rare, many of them familiar, and such 
as are found in almost every hymn-book. The compiler's pure taste is 
manifested negatively, in the exclusion of all poems of inferior merit ; 
but we wish that he had spent more time upon the work, so as to mine 
with greater thoroughness some of the veins seldom resorted to, from 
which he has dug gems of wonderful brilliancy, and in which many 
more yet wait to see the light. 



19. — Hymns for Mothers and Children. Compiled by the Author of 
"Daisy," "Violet," &c. Boston: Walker, Wise, & Co. 1861. 
16mo. pp. 287. 

Much of the truest and sweetest of poetry comes within the range 
of this compilation, and we know not how to express with sufficient 
emphasis our sense of the delicate taste and loving sympathy man- 
ifested in it. There is not a poem in the volume which we would 
willingly have omitted. Our old favorites are there, and with them 
many that we have never seen before, of equal merit. Such a book 
is a choice gift and a rich blessing to every household into which it 
finds its way. 



20. — A Text-Book of the History of Doctrines. By Dr. R. R. Hagen- 
bach, Professor of Theology in the University of Basle. The Edin- 
burgh Translation of C. W. Buch, revised with large Additions 
from the Fourth German Edition, and other Sources. By Henry 
B. Smith, D. D., Professor in Union Theological Seminary of the 
City of New York. Vol. I. New York : Sheldon & Co. 1861. 
8vo. pp. 478. 

Hagenbach has among his contemporaries no superior in this de- 
partment of theological learning ; and his skill as an author is equal to 
his erudition. He has a masterly method. His work, in the trans- 



